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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Introduced in 2010, provided an approximate BFE, local contact info, and opportunity to submit for a FARA
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When it opens, there will be a disclaimer that must be accepted. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The instructions are on the right side please review carefully. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can zoom in, enter lat/long or an address to automatically zoom in. 



    

9

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Once zoomed in where you can identify the FEPs you can open the report generator with the tool icon upper left which opens the dialogue box. Select the point tool and place on top your point of interest. Make sure you place the point in the most restrictive area of the development in question.  Select your map scale from the dropdown. Click on run and wait for the report.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The dialogue box like the one on the left will appear and once complete there will be a link to your FARA. If the tool fails and does not provide the link simply go back to the input tab and select run again.  The user is responsible for maintaining a copy of the FARA generated. DNR will not have a record.  It’s also important to note that if you are doing multiple sites you must return to the input tab and click on the trash can in the red box to delete the previous point and then select a new point to get accurate information.



    

11

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first page provides information for the selected point; lat/long, county, stream, FPA, approximate ground elevation, BFE, coming later will be Drainage Area. Also, BAFL & NFHL classification, permits necessary, local contact info and corps district.  Page 2 highlights the FARA and provides a link to submit for review.  The following pages provide floodplain information, Permitting information, Lake Preservation Act, Regulation of Dams, Residential construction in a Floodway and Flood Insurance Information.
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INFIP.DNR.IN.GOV



    

Best Available Floodplain Layer
(BAFL)
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What is Best Available Data?
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Completed in 2018, floodplain mapping not already covered by the FEMA FIRM’s

• Indiana’s Best Available Mapping Project

• Mapped/Modeled nearly 19,000

• 2,550,000 elevation points

• Floodways, floodplains, and elevation point

• Indiana Floodplain Mapping Story Map Indiana Floodplain Mapping

• Updated regularly and “on demand

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just over ,

https://arcg.is/1e1P8j


    

Local Communities
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• Held 50 workshops across the state

• Stressed file documentation and maintenance

• Community Ordinance requirements

• Absence of FIRM or identification

• Community permitting

• July 1 in statute (IC 14-28-1-40)



    

IC 14-28-1-40
Permit applications; utilization of best floodplain mapping data
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A local floodplain administrator shall utilize the best 
floodplain mapping data available as provided by the 
department and located on the Indiana Floodplain 
Information Portal when reviewing a permit application 
for a structure or a construction activity in, or near, a 
floodplain.



    

BAFL VS FIRM
Flood Insurance purposes: 
• Only use the Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM)
• BAFL does not meet full requirements of a detailed study

Regulatory Purposes:
• Use the most restrictive map
• Encourage LOMA when site is outside SFHA on BAFL
• BAFL does not relieve mandatory flood insurance coverage

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Under the general provisions article of the ordinance.



    

What do you do when a landowner objects to 
using the Best Available Data?

DISCUSSION POINTS

• Ordinance Requirements

• Community Consequences

• Direct to DNR, Division of Water
water_inquiry@dnr.IN.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Under the general provisions article of the ordinance.

mailto:water_inquiry@dnr.in.gov


    

Does the community have better data?

TYPES OF DATA

• Surveyed Cross-Sections

• Bridges/Culverts or Other

• Direct to DNR, Division of Water
water_inquiry@dnr.IN.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Under the general provisions article of the ordinance.

mailto:water_inquiry@dnr.in.gov
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Questions
Concerns

CommentsINFIP 2.0 Survey

https://forms.office.com/g/6Nb2HTjQhG


Indiana Floodplain Information Portal 
(INFIP) 2.0

The Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP) is a mapping application developed by the Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources Division of Water that provides floodplain information for public use. The portal displays 
floodplain information from both FEMA and DNR sources, including mapped floodplain and flood-elevation 
points along waterways.

Examples of Floodplain Mapping
Effective/National Flood Hazard Layer (NFHL)
•	 Based on the currently effective FEMA Flood Insur-

ance Rate Map (FIRM)
•	 Used for regulatory purposes in zones A, AE, AO, 

AH, or VE
•	 Only the currently effective FEMA FIRM can be used 

for flood insurance purposes
A FARA from the DNR Division of Water is required for 
any developments that are in Zone A, are unmapped, 
are in known flood-prone areas, or have an upstream 
drainage area greater than 1 square mile.

FIRM effective Zone A



Best Available
•	 Based on LiDAR data and improved modeling 
•	 Includes detailed study information from FEMA’s  

National Flood Hazard Layer
•	 Used for regulatory purposes for sites with an  

upstream drainage area greater than 1 square  
mile within Zone A on FIRM 

•	 Used for regulatory purposes for sites with an  
upstream drainage area greater than 1 square mile 
where the flood hazard is unmapped on the FIRM

A FARA from the DNR Division of Water is used for  
regulatory purposes for areas where FEMA maps  
show Zone A, that are unmapped, that are known 
flood-prone areas, or that have an upstream drainage 
area greater than 1 square mile.

Best Available showing floodway and reducing floodplain fringe

Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP 2.0)  �  infip.dnr.IN.gov

Go to the INFIP Website: infip.dnr.IN.gov
•	 A Floodplain Analysis and Regulatory Assessment (FARA) is required for local floodplain 

permitting and FEMA Letter of Map Amendment applications in zone A areas.
•	 A FARA is also required for regulatory determination when the upstream drainage area is 

greater than 1 square mile, for areas that are unmapped on the FIRM, and for areas known 
to be flood-prone.

•	 Base Flood Elevation (BFE) determinations are often used for proposed development and 
flood insurance purposes.

•	 The Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP) displays the Best Available  
Floodplain mapping.

•	 The layers tab allows the user to view the FEMA effective layer.
•	 A FARA can be generated by using the FARA Report Generator.
•	 A BFE will be determined for the site, and a link to the FARA will be displayed to the user.
•	 The user should save a copy of the FARA for substantiation and future reference.

Selecting a Site
•	 Zoom to the site by viewing the imagery and using the +/- buttons or  

mouse wheel, entering an address, or entering coordinates for the site.
•	 Using the FARA report generator  

in the upper left corner of the page.	

•	 Select the point of interest tool.
•	 Place the point on the desired location on the map.



Indiana Floodplain Information Portal (INFIP 2.0)  �  infip.dnr.IN.gov

•	 Select the map scale from the dropdown.

•	 Click on run.
•	 Once the tool is successful a link will appear in the pop up.  

Open the link or copy to your browser for the PDF report.

•	 If you wish to create an additional report for a different site, you  
must first select the red trash can from the input screen to delete 
 the previous point of interest.

How to submit a request for review
•	 Click on the link at the bottom of page 2 of the FARA.
•	 Enter the purpose of the review request. Be as descriptive as possible.
•	 Enter contact information of requestor.
•	 Enter property-owner information.
•	 Enter property information, which may be the same or different from  

the information for previous screen.
•	 Review information and make any necessary corrections.
•	 Attach any additional documents and submit. Examples:

•	 Surveyed elevation data
•	 Site plan showing proposed developments

New features
•	 At the top of the page there are links for:

•	 DNR Division of Water – website for the division
•	 Data Download - for the latest DNR mapping information
•	 Overview – Division of Water’s Story Map and History
•	 FEMA Map Service Center – FEMA-published maps
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